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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: North Vietnamese Statement at Today's 

Paris Session 

Before today's session of the Paris talks Xuan Thyy announced 
that he would have "new concrete" proposals. However, the 
proposals he did make are not new in substance although they 
contain some new language. 

Thuy made the following three point proposal: 

-- The U. S. must agree either to withdraw all our forces by 
June 30, 1971, or "to fix another reasonable time-limit for the 
consideration of all the parties, " 

-- The U. S. must "really respect its engagement to completely 
and unconditionally stop all bombardments against the DRV and 
all encroachments on its sovereignty and security." 

-- The U. S. "should accept" the PRG demand for the formation 
of a new government in Saigon without Thieu, Ky, or Khiem. 

One could suggest that Hanoi's readiness to let us set a date for 
our withdrawal represents some flexibility, and perhaps this is 
what Xuan Thuy meant. However, Hanoi has been saying similar 
things for some time. 

On the other hand, Thuy's specific demand for U. S. cessation of 
encroachments on DRV "sovereignty and security" suggests that Hanoi 
is adding cessation of our reconnaissance flights to its list of demands. 
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It is also clear that these demands still rank as preconditions, since 
Thuy said we must fulfill them if we "really desire to seriously 
negotiate ..." 

In order to increase the pressure on us regarding the POW's, Thuy 
in his follow-up rebuttal statement said that a rapid and positive 
response to these three points would make possible a rapid return 
home for POW’s and all U.S. military personnel. 

Our spokesmen are saying that Thuy's remarks leave Hanoi's 
fundamental demands unchanged. 
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